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Division of Adult Education

Monthly Webinar

September 17, 2026

This session is being recorded. By participating in 
this session, you are consenting to the recording, 

retention, and use of this session.

No other recording of this session is allowed.
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AEFL Week

Happy Adult Education and 
Family Literacy Week!

Thank you for your hard work and 
dedication to your students.

• Proclamations from
– Governor Shapiro

– Senator Hughes

– Bucks County Commissioners

– Allegheny County Executive

– Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh

– Any others?
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Agenda 

• Statewide Distance IELCE Program

• Division updates and reminders 
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Statewide Distance IELCE Program

• Grant award to Lancaster-Lebanon IU 13

• Support access to IELCE services across 

state

– Areas w/no or limited IELCE services

– Adults w/barriers to accessing existing 

services 

9/17/2026 4

Statewide 
Distance IELCE 
Program  

Agenda

• Purpose of the Grant 

• Program Specifics 

• Referring Students 
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Purpose of the Grant 

• Section 243 under WIOA 

• IELCE services 

• Expanding access to remote IELCE/IET services 

• Serving eligible English Learners across PA 

Program Specifics 

• Target enrollment is 140 students in year one. 

• Five IELCE classes per session
• 3 daytime classes, M-Th from 9 AM - 12 PM

• 2 evening classes, T-Th from 6 PM - 8:30 PM 

• Advisement Support 

• IET in the approval process - plan on offering it spring of 
2027  

• Actively recruiting now. Registration and 
enrollment open on September 28th 

Referring Students 

• Wait List students

• Students who need to transition to more advanced 
ESL classes 

• NRS Level ESL 4 and above 

• Must have internet connectivity and access to a 
device (smartphone, tablet, or computer) 
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Thank you!

Questions? Please contact: 

Josh_mcmanness@iu13.org 

Lancaster-Lebanon IU13 

(717)947-1231

General updates & info

• 2026-27 guidelines posted to PDE site

• 2026-27 grants

• 2025-26 Career Services

– Respond to questions from advisors

• Postsecondary enrollment verification 

forms

• HSE subsidy still in place
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Distance learning policy

• Policy D.130

– Enter attendance time only for

• Real-time remote instruction

• Academic content in approved DL resources

– Do not enter any time for

• Any resources not listed in D.130

• Non-academic content (e.g., soft skills, citizenship 

test prep)

• SkillUp PA is NOT approved DL
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Supplemental DL reminders

• ABEDS must make available to students

– Not required of students

• IELCE, Tutoring, FL: strongly 

recommended

• Aligned with & enhances content of real-

time instruction

• Don’t expect miracles
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Local match reminders

• Must be for allowable items

• Must have documentation, not just 

tracking

• Volunteer time: Are you claiming greater 

value for classroom aides than you are 

paying staff?
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Co-enrollment w/other WIOA programs

Title I 

Adult

Title 

I DW

Rapid 

Respon

se

Title I 

Youth

Wagner

-Peyser
OVR

Co-

enrolled 

(unique)

% co-

enrolled

23-24 213 66 35 232 347 2 571 3.36%

24-25 221 76 28 205 353 6 565 3.3%

25-26 219 69 23 164 318 3 488 3.1%
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Co-enrollment (2)

• 2024-25: 3,131 youth 16-24, i.e., OSY

– ABE 1-4: 1,650; ABE 5-6: 343

• 2025-26: 2,746 youth 16-24

– ABE 1-4: 1,468; ABE 5-6: 394

• We recognize need for better information

• Annual Adult Education and PA 

CareerLink® survey/report

– Questions about specific activities

9/17/2026 16

Barriers to employment

• Status on entry to program

• Update if a new PoP

• Updated guidance from OCTAE

– Based on “fact” versus student perception

– “Long-term unemployed definition revised to 

add “or has been unemployed for 27+ non-

consecutive weeks w/in past 12 months

– Low income includes homeless, foster 

care/runaway youth, long-term unemployed
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Other info & resources

• HSD retention

– No state-level requirement

– Many SD retain 50 years

• PA Navigate 

• PA EmpowerU

• SNAP Work Requirements Screener
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https://www.panavigate.org/
https://www.panavigate.org/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/resources/student/empoweru/resources-for-institutions
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/resources/student/empoweru/resources-for-institutions
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/resources/student/empoweru/resources-for-institutions
https://qualtrics.pa.gov/jfe/form/SV_57usZPSZVouCn78
https://qualtrics.pa.gov/jfe/form/SV_57usZPSZVouCn78
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Contact/Mission

For more information on adult education and family literacy, please visit 

PDE’s website at www.education.pa.gov 

The mission of the Department of Education is to ensure that every learner has access to a world-

class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as productive 

citizens. Further, the Department seeks to establish a culture that is committed to improving 

opportunities throughout the commonwealth by ensuring that technical support, resources, and optimal 

learning environments are available for all students, whether children or adults.
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