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ELA Lines of Inquiry

Extended Response
Lesson 1, Part 1

GED® Exam
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Learning Goals

Know what to expect on the GED® extended response. 

Summarize an author’s argument.

Identify evidence from arguments.

Determine validity of evidence.
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Your Background Knowledge

What is evidence? 

Dogs are better pets than cats. Is it evidence? 

75% of dog owners say that they like dogs better than cats. 
Is it evidence?

No

Yes

Can be statistics/data, emotional appeals, logical reasoning, 
facts, or examples/anecdotes. Evidence is what authors write 
about which supports their claim. Evidence can prove or disprove 
a claim.  
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Your Background Knowledge (cont’d)

What do you already know about the GED® extended response 
(essay)?
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ELA Lines of Inquiry

Extended Response
Lesson 1, Part 1

GED® Extended 
Response Guidelines 
and Scoring
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The Extended Response (Essay) GED® Test

GED®

Reading and writing tests are 
combined.

• Multiple choice, drop down, fill 
in the blank, and other question 
formats

• Extended response (essay)

• 45 minutes for essay

• Score rolled into total points

• 20% of total RLA score

HiSET®

Writing test

• Multiple-choice questions

• Extended response (essay)

• 50 minutes

• Need a score of 2/6
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The Extended Response GED® Test
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Guidelines for the GED® Extended Response

• 45 minutes, but learn the process first.
• Typing skills are important.

• 4 to 7 paragraphs (3 to 7 sentences each).

• Determine which position presented in the passage(s) is better 
supported by evidence from the passage(s).

• Explain why the position you chose is the better supported one.
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• Remember, the better supported position is not necessarily the 
position with which you personally agree. Must ONLY use the 
evidence presented in the articles. 

• Defend your decision with multiple pieces of evidence from the 
passage(s).

• Build your main points thoroughly.

• Make sure your points are well organized and in logical order.

Guidelines for the GED® Extended Response 
(cont’d)
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How the GED® Extended Response is Scored

Responses will be scored based on three dimensions:

• Trait 1: Creation of arguments and use of evidence.

• Trait 2: Development of ideas and structure.

• Trait 3: Clarity and command of standard English conventions.
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Extended Response Rubric – Trait 1: Creation of 
Arguments and Use of Evidence 

Trait 1 – Target (2)

• Develops an argument 
connected to the prompt.

• Cites relevant evidence 
from texts.

• Evaluates the validity of 
both arguments.
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Extended Response Rubric – Trait 2: Development 
of Ideas and Organizational Structure

Trait 2 – Target (2)

• Provides fully developed ideas.

• Establishes an organizational 
structure. Uses transitions.

• Makes clear connections between 
main point and details.

• Maintains a formal tone and 
awareness of audience.

• Expresses ideas clearly.
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Extended Response Rubric – Trait 3: Clarity and 
Command of Standard English Conventions

Trait 3 – Target (2)

• Uses correct and varied sentence 
structure that provides a level of 
fluency in the response.

• Demonstrates competency of 
conventions.

• Limits errors in mechanics and 
usage by editing.



14

Discussion

• How many minutes do you have to write the extended response?

• What percentage of the Reasoning Through Language Arts test score is the 
extended response? 

• What will you be asked to write about for the extended response?

• What are the three traits on the rubric for scoring the extended response? 

45

20%

About the prompt. Determine which argument is better supported with 
the evidence provided.

Creation of Arguments and Use of Evidence; Development of Ideas and 
Organizational Structure; Spelling, Grammar, and Sentence Structure
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Review of Guidelines and Scoring for Extended 
Response #1

How long do you have to write your extended response?

A. 30 minutes

B. 45 minutes

C. 55 minutes

D. 60 minutes

E. 90 minutes
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Review of Guidelines and Scoring for Extended 
Response #2

What percentage of your total score on the Reasoning Through 
Language Arts exam is the extended essay?

A. 10%

B. 15%

C. 20%

D. 35%

E. 50%
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Review of Guidelines and Scoring for Extended 
Response #3

How many paragraphs should you write for your extended essay?

A. 1 to 3 

B. 2 to 3

C. 2 to 4

D. 3 to 5

E. 4 to 7
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Review of Guidelines and Scoring for Extended 
Response #4

Which of the following are guidelines for the extended essay? 
(There are three correct choices.)

A. Determine which argument is best supported.

B. State your opinion.

C. Use multiple pieces of evidence from the passages.

D. Organize your points in a logical way.

E. Write about an argument of your choice.
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Review of Guidelines and Scoring for Extended 
Response #5

How many traits are on the extended response rubric? 

A. 1

B. 2

C. 3

D. 4

E. 5
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Review of Guidelines and Scoring for Extended 
Response #6

Which of the following are traits on the extended response rubric? (There 
are three correct choices.)

A. Creation of argument and use of evidence (staying on task for what the 
prompt asks you to do)

B. Cites relevant and specific evidence from the passage

C. Development of ideas and organizational structure (using paragraphs, 
setting them up as an introduction, 2-3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion, using 
transitions)

D. Clarity and command of standard English conventions (correct spelling and 
grammar, varied sentence structure)

E. Clear ideas that are logically presented
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ELA Lines of Inquiry

Extended Response
Lesson 1, Part 2

GED® Exam
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Using a Four-Step Process to Complete the Essay

Reading
Organize 
Evidence

Writing
Proofreading 

& Editing
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Step 1: Closely Read the Prompt and Passage(s)

Reading
Organize 
Evidence

Writing
Proofreading 

& Editing
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Step 1: Closely Read the Title, Writing Prompt, and 
Passage(s)

• An argument will be presented in one or two passages.

• Read the title of the passage to give you an idea of what it is about. Read both titles 
if there are two passages.

• We do not know the topic of the argument, but we do know that this will be a part of 
the writing prompt.

Analyze the arguments presented in the two articles. In your response, develop an 
argument in which you explain how one position is better supported than the other. 
Incorporate relevant and specific evidence from both sources to support your 
argument. Remember, the better-argued position is not necessarily the position with 
which you agree. This task should take approximately 45 minutes to complete.
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Read and Analyze the Writing Prompt

Question: What does the prompt ask us to do?

• As you read, identify the verbs (action) in the prompt and what the 
verbs ask us to do.

Directions: Read the writing prompt.

• First, read it to yourself

• Then, we will read it together.

The goal is to be able to unpack the prompt prior to reading the passage. 
This will let you know what you will need to write about and help you 
comprehend the passage by telling you what it is about.
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Unpacking the Prompt

Analyze the arguments presented.

In your response, develop an argument in 
which you explain how one position is better 
supported than the other. Incorporate 
relevant and specific evidence from both 
sources to support your argument.

Remember, the better-argued position is not 
necessarily the position with which you 
agree. This task should take approximately 45 
minutes to complete. Your response should 
contain 4-7 paragraphs of 3-7 sentences each, 
about 300-500 words.

Do What

Analyze Arguments 
presented in texts

Develop Argument

Explain How one position is 
better supported

Incorporate Relevant and specific 
evidence from both 
sources

Take About 45 minutes
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Organizing the GED® Extended Response (Essay) 
Worksheet

• Use this worksheet as a guide to organize evidence that you will 
use to write your extended response (essay) to respond to the 
following writing prompt.

• There are five sections on the worksheet that you will complete 
as we work through this lesson.

• Now, let’s work on Part 1, evaluating the passage together.
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Guided Practice: Organizing the GED® Extended 
Response (Essay) Worksheet Part 1, Passage 1

Directions: We will 
read the first 
passage together 
and then answer 
these questions on 
Part 1 of the 
worksheet for 
Passage 1. First, let’s 
review the questions 
before we read the 
first passage.

1. What is the author’s main argument? Use your own words to 
summarize the main idea.

2. What position does the author take (for or against)?

3. What is one piece of evidence presented to support the author’s 
argument? What is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

4. What is a second piece of evidence presented to support the author’s 
argument? What is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

5. What is a third piece of evidence presented to support the author’s 
argument? What is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

6. What are the major underlying assumptions that the author makes? Do 
you think they are reasonable and acceptable to most people?
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Independent Practice: Organizing the GED® Extended 
Response (Essay) Worksheet Part 1, Passage 2

Directions: You will 
read the second 
passage on your own 
and then answer the 
questions on Part 1 
of the graphic 
organizer for 
Passage 2 with a 
partner. Then, we 
will review the 
questions together.

1. What is the author’s main argument? Use your own words to 
summarize the main idea.

2. What position does the author take (for or against)?

3. What is one piece of evidence presented to support the author’s 
argument? What is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

4. What is a second piece of evidence presented to support the author’s 
argument? What is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

5. What is a third piece of evidence presented to support the author’s 
argument? What is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

6. What are the major underlying assumptions that the author makes? Do 
you think they are reasonable and acceptable to most people?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u0Rz4OgHk6CiEC9Udi-j770KYTuvuvydVhmyovLDd6k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u0Rz4OgHk6CiEC9Udi-j770KYTuvuvydVhmyovLDd6k/edit?usp=sharing
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Share: Organizing the GED® Extended Response 
(Essay) Worksheet Part 1, Passage 2

1. What is the author’s main argument? Use your own words to summarize the main idea.

2. What position does the author take (for or against)?

3. What is one piece of evidence presented to support the author’s argument? What is the 
source of the information? Is the source reliable?

4. What is a second piece of evidence presented to support the author’s argument? What 
is the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

5. What is a third piece of evidence presented to support the author’s argument? What is 
the source of the information? Is the source reliable?

6. What are the major underlying assumptions that the author makes? Do you think they 
are reasonable and acceptable to most people?
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Review

Extended response is 20% of your total score on the RLA exam.

45 minutes for the extended response.

Four-step process for approaching the extended response:

1. Reading the writing prompt and passages

2. Organizing evidence (use graphic organizers to practice, highlighting tool to save time)

3. Writing the extended response

4. Proofreading and editing

What we know about the writing prompt:

• Determine which position presented in the passage(s) is better supported by evidence from the 
passage(s).

• Explain why the position you chose is the better supported one.
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Review (cont’d)

Remember, the better supported position is not necessarily the position with which you personally agree. 
You must ONLY use the evidence presented in the articles.

Defend your decision with multiple pieces of evidence from the passage(s).

Build your main points thoroughly.

Make sure your points are well organized and in logical order.

Responses will be scored based on three dimensions:

• Trait 1: Creation of arguments and use of evidence.

• Trait 2: Development of ideas and structure.

• Trait 3: Clarity and command of standard English conventions.
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What’s Next?

Next, we will work on organizing the evidence from both sides of 
the argument.

Complete Parts 2A and 2B of the Organizing the GED® Extended 
Response (Essay) worksheet together.
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Additional Practice

• Grammar instruction and practice from Khan Academy

• Typing practice from Typing.com

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar
https://www.typing.com/student/lessons
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