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Notes:

This job aid is intended to help you to calculate a ceiling score, basal score, and developmental age
for the Early Learning Accomplishment Profile (E-LAP™) and Learning Accomplishment Profile
(LAP-3™) assessments. The procedure is the same regardless of the instrument used.

Last revised by CG: 09-15-2026

Navigation

Module Navigation

Directions: Click on each of the icons to learn how to navigate the module and access the resources.

Notes:

If this is your first time participating in a learning module, please click on each of the icons to learn
how to navigate and access resources.
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Determining the Ceiling Score

Determining the Ceiling Score

The third and final minus when encountering three minuses in a span of five consecutive items.

The ceiling score is the point in the assessment where you

determine that a child will most likely be unable to
complete any successive items.

Notes:

The ceiling score is the point in the assessment where you determine that a child will most likely
be unable to complete any successive items. The ceiling score is the third and final minus
determined by encountering three minuses in a span of five consecutive items.

Determining the Ceiling Score

Determining the Ceiling Score

Language segre | wsves | coaves | commants

553 mos] 36, Uses prepositions v )

Selects 4 out of 5 pictures related to a sentence

First Minus

54-59 mos

60-65 mos

Tells a story using picture book
53._Reads books with friends during play

Notes:

In this example, the child was 50 months old at the time of assessment. You will notice that, in item
36 and continuing on to item 47, the child was able to successfully complete all of the tasks as
outlined by the instrument.

During the administration of the assessment, it is important to note a minus score and track thatin
relation to the next four items.

The ceiling score is determined when the subject scores three minuses out of a span of five
consecutive items.

In this example, number 48 was scored with a minus so pay close attention to what will happen
between item number 48 and item number 52. If there are two more minuses for a total of three
within those five items, then the ceiling score can be determined.
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Determining the Ceiling Score

Determining the Ceiling Score

Comments

Language g e

48-53mos 36 U
Selects 4 out of 5 pictures related to a sentence
ead aloud

fiences in order of

54-59mos _42._“Reads” favorite books independently
43 Tells opposite
44, Tells name of printed letters in own name
45 i printed words

ce“ing Score 45, Priipstesin sustained conversations with
rs

48__Tells what common things are made of

60-65 mos

52._Tells g ok e Third minus in five consgcutive items
e s s |

s ing pi
53. Reads books with friends during play

Notes:

In this example:
Item #48 is a minus.
Iltem #49 is a plus.
Item #50 is a minus.
Item #51 is aplus.

What happens with number 52 will determine whether you have reached the ceiling score. In this
case, item number 52 is a minus.

Because there are three minus scores within five test items, then 52 is the ceiling score.

Ceiling Score Calculation

Ceiling Score Calculation

The correct answer is 17.

6 months 1 Expresses protest — resists adult who tries to %
" take toy
12. Discriminates strangers +
13. First separation anxiety begins +
7months 14, Smiles, pats, vocalizes to mirror image +
15. May fear performing some familiar activities
9 months 16. Respondents to name with head turn, eye
" contact, smile
10 months 7 Responds to a verbal request usually in regard

to nursery games
18. Repeats laughed-at performance
19. Begins to establish the meaning of “NO”

Notes:

The ceiling scoreis 17 because it is the third minus in five consecutive items.
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Calculating Basal Score

Calculating Basal Score

* It is easier to calculate the basal score after
you have calculated the ceiling score.

* The basal score is the first plus of the set of
eight consecutive pluses located prior to the
ceiling score.

* When, in your attempt to calculate basal
score, you find yourself at item #1 with fewer
than 8 pluses, item #1 automatically becomes
your basal score.

+ + + +
+ + + +

Notes:

The basal score is where you are assuming that a child would be able to do all of the previous
items. The basal score is found by locating the first plus score out of a set of eight consecutive
items a child could complete prior to the ceiling score. Therefore, it is easier to calculate the basal
score after you have calculated the ceiling score.

Keep in mind that the basal score may or may not be where you actually started the assessment.

Calculating Basal Score

Calculating Basal Score

Basal Score Language Begvear | Midvear | Endvear Comments

48-53mos _36._Uses prepositions

Selects 4 out of 5 pictures related to a sentence
*_readaloud
38._Tells use of objects
39. Answers 3 questions regarding physical needs i
30, Repeats 12 syllable sentence

in order of

Begin Counting a3 s
44, Tells name of letters in own name +
\ 45, i printed words +
\ 6. -
-y -+
- Pt
i 60-65 mos
Ceiling Score 4s.
50.
51.
52.  Tells a story using picture book
53. Reads books with friends during play
Notes:
.

Use the example provided to learn how to calculate the basal score. Iltem #52 is the ceiling score.

Begin to work backward counting the pluses until you've reached your eighth consecutive plus.
Any time you encounter a minus, you will need to restart your count.

In the example shown, item #51 is the first plus, but since item #50 is a minus, you will need to
restart at item #49. The same thing happens again since item #48 is a minus. Then, starting at item
#47, count eight consecutive plusses to arrive at 40 as the basal score.
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Basal Score Calculation

Basal Score Calculation

The correct answer is 40. Language Begvenr | mavew | enaves | comments
+/- +/- +

48-53mos _ 36 Uses prepositions.
Selects 4 out of 5 pictures related to a sentence

Basal Score 37 readaloud
—

Begin C

of printed letters in own name
tes printed words
sustained conversations with

N

ers
47. Usescompound sentences )

Ceiling Score P

Notes:

The basal score is 40 because it is the first plus from the top of the set of eight consecutive pluses
located prior to the ceiling score.

Calculating Developmental Age

Calculating Developmental Age

Determined by a simple calculation.

1. Locate the ceiling score.

2. Count the number of minuses between the ceiling score and the basal score.
3. Subtract the number of minuses from the ceiling score.
4

. Take the difference and locate where it falls on the assessment.

Notes:

You do not have to calculate developmental age; however, it yields valuable information about
where a child is developmentally. Developmental age is determined by a simple calculation. First,
locate the ceiling score. Next, count the number of minuses between the ceiling score and the
basal score. Once you have this information, subtract the number of minuses from the ceiling
score, and take the number yielded by the difference and locate where it falls on the assessment.

Developmental age is not necessarily something you would share with families. Many programs
focus on sharing what things the child is able to do, what they should be working toward, and what
things families can do to help them get there.
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Calculating Developmental Age

Calculating Developmental Age

Smonths 1. Expresses proiest—resists adul wholries
fotaketoy

Basal Score » =

15, Fint soparaton ety begins

Trmonihe 4. Smies, pats, vocaizes © miror g
5. My foar porionming some familer

Omonthe 16, Resoonds o name wih headium, eye
canact, smis

Tmenths 17, Reszonds (o verbal reques, usualyin

Timonths 18 Repoals ushedo peromance
75 Begns b establish the meaning of"NO"
Zmonths 20 Gves 8 1oy 1o s0u upan requent
1. incressed dependencean motber darg
wallicg stags

|
IR R T

z

T4months 23, Wants to e near adults

6months 24, Srnger snwety respears

Temonthe 25, Imilabes grown -1 actves (8.9, house-
)

+

Tmenthe_20. Picks up end puta awey loys on oquest
Timorsha 27, Parailpay prodomineios
28, Terpar tanirums are common.
e Timonihe 76 Begna 1o cam and Gelend owrershIp ol
Ceiling Score —_— porsona ings
. intatoa sunpiey scovies
. 31, Enjoys role-playing: wraps up dolland
putstobod

NI

Notes:

In the example provided, the child is 28 months of age. Item #31 is the ceiling score, and item #12
is the basal score. Between 31 and 12, there are SEVEN minuses.

Calculating Developmental Age

Calculating Developmental Age

Smonths

Ceiling score: 31
# of minuses: - 7 Tmonthe 4. Smies, pat. vocazes o mier g
5. by foar pacoming sce famiar
- achitles_stongmother atachment
24 Gmonths 18, Responds anama wih head um, ey
contac

I S R A

omonts 17, Reaponds o verbalrequest, usually B

Timonths 18, Repoats aughed-a! pertornance
Developmental Age 70_Begnats esiablsh the mearing of NO"
T2montw 20, Gies o by 10adull upon requeet
1. ncreased dependencesnmomer duirg
walking stage

2

tmonths 23

ASmonths 24 Stangsr andety reagpesrs

Tomonths 25, irilales prown-up BciNBes (6.9, TOUSE-
wort, shapwork)

i+

1ATmonths 28 Picks upand puts sway toys on request
Tamore 27 Parail oy predormnaiss
3. Tomper artrums a1 common
Fements 2. Begnats Gamand dafend oanershe of
persoraltings =

30, inkiates own play acthites

31, Enjoys role-playing: wraos p dol and
putstobed

BN ES

Notes:

Subtract the number of minuses (in this example, seven) from the ceiling score (31), to get 24. Item
number 24 is in the 15-month age range. This child's developmental age in the social/emotional
domainis 15 months.
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Developmental Age Calculation

Developmental Age Calculation

54-59mos _42. “Reads” favorite books independently

The correct 23, Tell opposite
answer is 60-65 44, Tells name of printed letters in own name
h 45. _ Discriminates printed words
month range. s, Pricipstes in sustained comversations with
peers
59-4=55 47._Uses compound sentences

48._Tells what common things are made of

60-65 mos Read 2 common words from familiar
49.
(e.., signs, labels)
50. Tells definition of concrete nouns.
51._Names source of 15 actions
52._Tells a story using picture book
53, _Reads books with friends during play

"5, Follows 3-step directions in proper sequence
(55.) Delivers 2-part verbol message
587 Tells name of 10 printed letters
66-71mos 57. Points to a pictured print material by use
58. Points to title of book
59__Rhymes words
£0_Tells besinnine sound:

Notes:

The ceiling score is 59, and there were four minuses. 59 - 4 results in a score of 55, and that falls in
the 60-65 month range.

Self-Help Domain Example

Self-Help Domain Example

Ongoing Assessment |
Beg Year [ Ma Yenr |End Year

Self Help

+- - +/-
Gmonths 1. Lifts cup with handle +
7months Takes solids well +

Finger-feeds dry cereal, bits of meat,
vegetables +

2.
3.
4._Bites, chews toys during play

Pmonths 5. Hoids, bitas, and chews crackar of cookie
6
.
8.

Bmonths

10months 6. Attampts 1o remove obstacies in efforts 10
findlost oy

Finger-186ds self for part of meal

12months

. Takes off hat, shoes

9. Cooperates in dressing

10_ Inhibits drooling
14months 11. Chaws most foods well

12, Pulls off socks
T8months 13, Climbs stairs on hands and Kneds.

14 Shows wet or salled pants

15. Overcomes simple obstacles

16, Vocalzes and gestures to Indicate wants

Notes:

This example is from the E-LAP™ in the self-help domain. This is the only domain which does not
start at one month of age. You are not required to score children that are younger than six months
in the self-help domain.

The following slides will prompt you to calculate the ceiling score, basal score and developmental
age.
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Ceiling Score Calculation

Ceiling Score Calculation

Ongoing Assessment

The correct Bea Yeur | aa veur [ vear
answer is 6. Self Help | - | -
8months 1. Lifis cup with handle +
7 months . Tekes solids well +
. Finger-feeds dry cereal, bits of meat,
vegelables 4

2
3
Bmonths 4. _Bites, chews toys during play
9months 5. Halds, biles, and chews crackar of ookl

6.

7,

8.

Tomonths 6. Attampts lo romove abetacies in efiorts to
find lost toy
" Finger-feeds sel for par of meal
. Takes off hat, shoes
9. Cooperates in dressing
10_inhibits drooling
14 months 11_Chewa most foods well
12 Pulls off sacks
8 months 13._Climbs stairs on hands and knees.
14 Shows wet or solled pants
16, Overcomes simple obstacles
16, Vocallzes and gostures 1o indicaie wants

12months.

Notes:

The correct ceiling score is 6 because the third minus was scored on item #6.

Basal Score Calculation

Basal Score Calculation

h Ongoing Assessment
The correct eg vear [ wa vear [Ena vear
answeris 1. Self Help | - | -
8months 1. Lifis cup with handle +
7 months . Tekes solids well +
. Finger-feeds dry cereal, bits of meat,
vegelables 4

2
3
Bmonths 4. _Bites, chews toys during play
9months 5. Halds, biles, and chews crackar of ookl

6.

7,

8.

Tomonths 6. Attampts lo romove abetacies in efiorts to
find lost toy
—_Finger-feeds sell for par of meal
. Takes off hal. shoes
9. Cooperates in dressing
10_inhibits drooling
14months 11_Chewa most foods well
12 Puls off socks
8 monthe 13, Climbs stairs on hands and kneas.
14 Shows wel or solled pants
16, Overcomes simple obstacles
16, Vocallzes and gostures 1o indicaie wants

12months

Notes:

When in your attempt to calculate basal score, you find yourself at item number 1 with fewer than
eight pluses, item number 1 automatically becomes your basal score.
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Developmental Age Calculation

Developmental Age Calculation

Ongoing Assessment
The correct If Hel Boa vear | Ma vear [En voar,
answeris 7 Se ap O BT
months 1. Lifis cup with handle +
months. Tmonths 2. Takes solids wel %
3. Finger-foeds dry cereal, bits of meat,
vegelables +
@months 4. Bites, chews toys during play
@months 5. Hoids, bites, and chews cracker of CooKie
10months 6. Attampts to remove abstacles in efforts 10
find lost toy
12months 7. Finger-feeds sell for par: of moal
8. Takes off hat, shoes
9. Cooperates in dressing
10_inhibits drooling
14months 11, Chaws most foods well
12. Pulls off socks
18months 13, Climbs stairs on hands and knees
14 Shows wet or solled pants
16, Qvercomes simple obstacles
16, Vocallzes and gestures 1o indicale wants
Notes:

There are three minuses between the ceiling score and basal score. Subtract 3 from 6, the
difference is 3. Locate 3 on the assessment to find seven-month age range. Therefore, this child’s
developmental age in the self-help domain is seven months.

Ceiling Score Calculation

Ceiling Score Calculation

54-59mos  42. “Reads” favorite books independently

The ceiling score is 43._Tells opposite
59. The third 44, Tells

. . . . 45. Discriminates printed words
minus in five items "

is number 59. 47 Usesc
48,

60-65 mos .

e of printed letters in own name

Participates in sustained conversations with

50.
51. Names sourc

52. Tells a story using picture book

53, Reads books with friends during play

54. Follows 3-step directions in proper sequence
55. Delivers 2-part verbal message

56._Tells name of 10 printed letters

66-78mos 57, Points to a pictured print material by use
58. _Points to title of book
50, Rhymes words.

Notes:

Note the ceiling score is 59. The third minus in five items is number 59.
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Basal Score Calculation

Basal Score Calculation

54-59mos 42, “Reads” favorite books independently

The basal score 43, Tells
is44. -

f printed letters in own name.
inates printed words
Participates in sustained conversations with
peers

47, Uses compound sentences

48._Tells what common things are made of
60-65 mos Read 2 common words from familiar

i (e-g., signs, labels)
50. Tells definition of concrete nouns

51.Names source of 15 actions .
52. Tells a story using picture book
53, Reads books with friends during play
54. Follows 3-step directions in pr
55, Delivers 2-part verbal message
56, Tells name of 10 printed letters
66-71mos 57, Points to a pictured print material by use.
58. _Points to title of book
59, Rhymes words

oper sequence

Notes:

Start with item #52 and count backward and reach eight consecutive pluses, reaching item #44.

Developmental Age Calculation

Developmental Age Calculation

54-59mos 42, “Reads” favorite books independently
43. Tells opposite

The developmental

age is 60-65 44, Tells name of printed letters in own name
45._Discriminates printed words v
months. vs Poricoees 0 sutaned conversatons W
" peers

47._Uses compound sentences
48. Tells what common things are made of
80-65mos . Read 2 common words from familiar
i (e.g.. signs, labels)
50._Tells definition of concrete nouns
51, Names source of 15 actions.
52._Tells a story using picture book
53.Reads books with friends during play
54. _Follows 3-step directions in proper sequence

55. Delivers 2-part verbal message

56, _Tells name of 10 printed letters
66-71mos _57. Points to a pictured print material by use

58. Points to title of book

59. Rhymes words

Notes:

The ceiling score is 59, and there are four minuses between the ceiling score and the basal score of
44, Subtract 4 from 59 for a difference of 55. 55 falls in the 60- to 65 month age range.
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1.31 End

Congratulations!

You have reached the end of
The module.

You have successfully completed this module.

Save any resources located under the Resources tab.

e R Click Exit to close the module.

Notes:

Congratulations! You have completed this module. Be sure to download any resources you want
to save by clicking on the Resources tab. Click on the Exit button below to close the module.
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