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Bridging the Gap

• Identify tools to help 
students that are scoring in 
the 140-144 range.
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Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA)

• Don’t get caught up with word 
matching.

• Example

• 75% of the tests are 
informational texts, 25% are 
literary texts.

• Most effective way to teach 
grammar is in context.

• Example

https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/edit/edit02.shtml#google_vignette
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Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) –
Extended Response

• Scoring Possibilities are 0,1,2 on three different traits.
• Trait 1 – Creation of Argument & Use of Evidence

• Trait 2 – Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure

• Trait 3 – Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions

• The Automated Scoring Engine is able to grade 95% of tests. The other 
5% usually don’t have enough unique writing to be able to be graded 
and are then hand-graded.

• A student could have one or two passages. One passage can contain 
both sides of the argument.  
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Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) –
Extended Response

Top Student Challenges

• Response is not expected to be perfect.

• Just addressing pros and cons, they need to do more than read and 
summarize.

• The test is looking for an argumentative essay, NOT an opinion piece.

• Not using their own words – not enough original text to be scored.  
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Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) –
Extended Response

Resources for Supporting Students

• Alice Videos on website (8-part series)

• Use AI to create passages in response to a reading and have students 
use a rubric to pick out characteristics that make it strong or weak.  

• Sentence Frames:  _______ is best supported because ______ .

• Glossary of Key Terms in RLA Assessment Guide

• Extended Response Resource Guide for Adult Educators

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended_response_resource_guide.pdf
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Mathematics

• Guaranteed to have one or two 
ordering questions on the non-
calculator section. Often with a 
mix of decimal, fractions 
(improper and mixed number) 
and integers.

• Calculator Tutorial

• Calculator Prohibited Indicators

• Glossary of Terms in Assessment 
Guide

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/Math-Skills-Calculator-Prohibited_EN.pdf
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Science

• Assessment Guide 

• Glossary of terms 

• Item layout examples *

• Handout with Commonly Used 
Scientific Tools

• Consider school experience.

• Use AI to help create experiment 
scenarios.

• Use sentence frames to help with 
writing a hypothesis.

• Slow Reveal Graphs

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_science.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13biD5F2LZ_nFliGyZE6ha--l1Pm9Ka2v/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13biD5F2LZ_nFliGyZE6ha--l1Pm9Ka2v/view?usp=sharing
https://slowrevealgraphs.com/
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Social Studies

• High Priority Areas:
• Civics and Economics

• U.S. History

• High Impact Skills:
• Sequencing

• Inferences with Quotations

• Comparing Different Ideas

• Glossary of Terms in Assessment 
Guide

• Consider school experiences.

Venn Diagram

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/ushistory2os2xmaster/chapter/inventors-of-the-age/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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General Resources for GED® Prep

• GED® Educator Handbook

• Study Guides

• Blog

• Close Reading for Science and Social Studies

• High Impact Indicators & Performance Level Indicators

• How-to-Guides for Supporting Students  

• Mathematics Formula Sheet – Know what’s there and, most 
importantly, what’s not.

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/04/Educator_Handbook_Ed7_US_ebook.pdf
https://www.ged.com/blog/topic/tips-for-the-ged-science-section/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/teaching_resources/how_to_guides/


Pennsylvania Adult Education Resources 12

What resources are available to help my students 
prepare for the test?

• Prep Products 

• GED® & Me Mobile App

Image source: GED Testing Service

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/prep_products/
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Thank you!

• Please take a few minutes to 
give us feedback about the 
GED® Webinars.
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