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ideas …
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GED® History—Just the Facts

• GED® Test was developed in 1942 in response to the need for a pathway to 
credential veterans returning home from WWII.  The GED® Test has consistently 
been available since that time.

• The American Council on Education (ACE) had sole oversight of the GED® Test 
through 2013.  In 2014, ACE and Pearson entered into an agreement to co-own 
the GED® Test.

• The GED® Test assessment represents the major and lasting outcomes of a high 
school education. The test is recognized nationally and internationally for 
persons in need of a high school equivalency credential.

• Today the GED® Test is available in 48 states, U.S. territories and over 15 
countries around the world.

Pennsylvania Adult Education Resources
Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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GED® Test

Test Time Notes

Reasoning through 
Language Arts

150 minutes
Includes 45 minutes for extended 
response (timed separately) and a 
10-minute break

Mathematical 
Reasoning

115 minutes
Part 1 – calculator not allowed
Part 2 – calculator allowed

Social Studies 70 minutes

Science 90 minutes

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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GED® Statistics

⮚ 75% National Pass Rate 
⮚ 7% College Ready 
⮚ 2% College Ready with 

Credit*

*PA does not currently award credit for students that test within this range.

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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National GED Data:  July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

13%  of tests delivered via online proctored tests

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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National GED Data:  July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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National GED Data:  July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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Likelihood of Passing the GED® test based on CASAS 
Math or Reading GOALS Scores

CASAS – Diagnostic GED Ready®- Assessing 
ReadinessNRS levels based on 

CASAS Reading or Math 
Goals

Likelihood of Passing GED®

6

High –
Ready to Pass

5

Medium – May Pass, 
more study may be 
needed

4 or below

Low –
More Study Needed

Three Score Level Indicators 

Likely to Pass 145-200

Too Close to Call 134-144

Not Likely to Pass 100-133

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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GED® Score Levels Explained

GED® College Ready scores 
improve the chances for 
college success.

Learn more at GED.com/collegeready

Used with permission from GED Testing Services, 2024.
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https://ged.com/collegeready


Document with solid fill

High Impact Indicators
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https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/High_Impact_Indicators.pdf


High Impact Indicators
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Document with solid fill

Performance Level Indicators
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https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/teaching_resources/plds/


Document with solid fill

Educators Resources: Study Guides
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https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/classroom_materials/study_guides/


A person making a face

Videos

• Eight-parts series about how 
to write an extended 
response

Extended Response Tools

• Available in both English and Spanish
• Extended Response Scoring Tool, Resource 

Guide and Practice Resources

Educators Resources: Extended Response
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https://www.ged.com/about_test/test_subjects/language_arts/extended_response/
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